
VILLAGE OF BREWSTER 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

20 MAY 2020 
7:30 P.M. 

REGULAR MEETING 

The Board of Trustees of the Village of Brewster is holding a virtual regular meeting at 7:30 PM, on May 20, 2020 through 
Zoom Meeting. The Meeting ID is 207 812 8623 and the phone number needed to call in is 1-929-205-6099.  

Attendees:         Absent: 
Mayor: James Schoenig 
Deputy Mayor and Trustee: Christine Piccini 
Trustees; Mary Bryde, George Gaspar, Tom Boissonnault  
Village Police Chief: John Del Gardo 
Village Engineer:  Todd Atkinson 
Village Counsel: Anthony Molé 
Clerk & Treasurer: Michelle Chiudina 
Deputy Clerk-Treasurer:  Donna Milazzo 

Pledge to flag. 

Notation of Exits 

Mayor Schoenig motions to open the meeting, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd, all in favor 5 to 0.  

Regular Meeting  

1. Monthly Reports 
1.1. Code Enforcement April, 2020. Mr. Bill Scorca delivers the Code Enforcement Report for April, 2020. Mr. Scorca 

explains that this month was relatively slow due to COVID-19 restrictions. He informs the Board of the various 
projects and issues in the Village. Mr. Scorca discusses the possible renovations at 861 Route 22, and the Board 
agrees that the application was unclear and drawings have not been submitted. Deputy Mayor Piccini states that 
the Board should come up with a more concrete way of having projects presented to them in a more formal 
process. Mr. Scorca continues and discusses the progress at the Brewster Public Library and a possible project of 
dryer units at Mayor Mitchell Court Senior Housing.  Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the April, 2020 Code 
Enforcement Report, Trustee Bryde 2nd, all in favor 5 to 0. 

1.2. Police Report April, 2020. Chief John Del Gardo gives the April, 2020 Police Report. Trustee Bryde asks about the 
vehicle repairs which were for multiple police cars.  Trustee Bryde comments 911 calls are down in April compared 
to March.  Trustee Bryde asks about the burglary at Maximum Deli.  A suspect was arrested the next morning, 7 
hours later. Chief Del Gardo said the Brewster Police assisted other police departments in looking for a missing 
person by Birch Hill Road.  Trustee Bryde said it was a very quiet month and Chief Del Gardo agreed.  Mayor 
Schoenig motions to accept the April, 2020 Police Report, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

2. Budget Adjustments for 2020 Budget. Clerk Chiudina has requested the following budget amendments to the 2020 
Budget. She would also like to clarify that the budget amendments from the last meeting were from incorrect data and 
these budget adjustments reflect correct information.  Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the budget amendments as 
stated below, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd, all in favor 5 to 0. 



  



 
3. MS4 Adoption and Signature. Mayor Schoenig recalls this was brought up by Todd Atkinson at the last meeting. Deputy 

Mayor Piccini motions for Mayor Schoenig’s MS4 Adoption and Signature, Trustee Gaspar 2nd, all in favor 5 to 0.  
4. Relevy Report and Approval. Clerk Chiudina provided the Board, via email, with a list of the properties that will have 

relevies on their 2021 taxes and this information will be sent to the County tomorrow morning. Mayor Schoenig 
motions to accept the Relevy Report for 2021 Taxes, Trustee Boissonault 2nd, all in favor 5 to 0. 

5. Tax Warrant Approval. Clerk Chiudina provided the Board, via email, with the Tax Warrant which will be sent to the 
County tomorrow morning.  Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to accept the Tax Warrant Approval, Trustee Gaspar 2nd, all 
in favor 5 to 0.  

6. LED Lights with NYSEG.  Mayor Schoenig recalls an email from a NYSEG representative to convert over to LED lights. 
There are two types of lights, and we will be going with the white LED lights. Mayor Schoenig is in favor of cameras on 
the lights to help protect the community.  The Mayor did speak with Chief Del Gardo, and he is in favor of the cameras 
as well.  The Mayor said if we switch over to the LED lights there will be a $12,000 savings but there are upfront costs of 
$9,000 but the lights pay for themselves in the first year.  Deputy Mayor Piccini asks Trustee Gaspar about the 
conversation he had with Todd Atkinson.   Trustee Gaspar said Mr. Atkinson mentioned the higher lumens are more 
adoptable for our use, and brought up there are two different types of cameras, solar powered and non-solar.  Mayor 
Schoenig suggested less lumens on the side streets and we can deflect the lights if needed.  Trustee Gaspar motions to 
allow Mayor Schoenig to start discussions with NYSEG on the new LED lights, cameras on the light heads and costs, 
Trustee Boissonault 2nd, all in favor 5 to 0. 

7. Minutes for approval.  
7.1. May 6, 2020 Minutes. Trustee Bryde motions to approve the May 6, 2020 minutes, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in 

favor 5 to 0.  
8. Correspondence Sent/Received for April, 2020. Mayor Schoenig motions to accept Correspondence Sent/Received for 

April, 2020, Trustee Gaspar 2nd, all in favor 5 to 0. 
9. Summer Hours Clarification. Mayor Schoenig says Summer Hours will be Monday through Thursday 8 am to 4 pm and 

Friday 8 am to 1:30 pm. Clerk Chiudina mentions that in the previous meeting, she stated that the Summer Hours on 
Friday were from 8 am to 2:30 pm but the true hours for Fridays will be 8:00 am to 1:30 pm, which is reflected correctly 
in the previous minutes.  Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the Summer Hours, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd, all in favor 5 
to 0. 



10. Account #373, Repayment Agreement Extension.  Clerk Chiudina received an email from account #373 stating that the 
property owner was not able to join the Zoom Meeting and will contact the Village office tomorrow.  

11. Account #463, Repayment Agreement Extension.  Nelson Colon to represent El Pueblo Restaurant in the repayment 
agreement. Due to COVID-19, the restaurant is closed for business and Mr. Colon is asking to defer his payment.   Mr. 
Colon made a payment last month of $433 but is asking the Board for cooperation. Counsel Molé states the current 
financial situation between the Village and Nelson Colon.  Counsel Mole’ said based on our records, Putnam County 
owns the property because of failure to pay taxes and now the County is looking to sell the property. The amount that 
is owed is a fairly high amount Counsel Mole’ said and the Village is in a difficult position with Mr. Colon asking to defer 
payment since the property is looking to transfer ownership.  Mayor Schoenig asked Mr. Colon if he knew the property 
was in contract.  Mr. Colon said he knew the property was in contract but not who the new owner is going to be.  Mr. 
Colon still plans on running his business and paying his agreement off.   Mr. Colon states that once he reopens, he can 
pay again. Counsel Mole’ mentioned there is an option that Mr. Colon sign a confession of judgement which can be 
filed against Mr. Colon and the Village will have documentation that he owes the entire amount even though the Board 
gives him the opportunity to pay it over time.  Mr. Colon said he was going to speak to his attorney and try and figure 
out the best way to come up with an agreement.  Trustee Gaspar said he is not ready to grant an extension until there 
is a financial plan to guarantee the funds to pay off the bill.  Deputy Mayor Piccini said that the Board is asking Mr. 
Colon to come back with a plan that the Board can be comfortable with to guarantee the funds will be available to pay 
the bill off.  Mayor Schoenig suggested reaching out to the new owner and have something put in writing that states 
Mr. Colon will be able to continue operating his business.   Mayor Schoenig said let’s put Mr. Colon on the next agenda 
and hopefully he will come up with a plan that makes everyone comfortable and we can move forward. Mr. Colon 
thanked the Board for their consideration and time. 

12. Vouchers Payable – Trustee Bryde reviewed the Vouchers and found everything in order. 
12.1. A -  GENERAL FUND $28,466.10 
12.2. C –  REFUSE & GARBAGE 720.70 
12.3. EN -     ENGINEERING FEES ESCROW 180.00 
12.4. F -  WATER FUND 341,376.01 
12.5. G - SEWER FUND 29,699.76 
12.6. H63 - TONETTA BROOK MARVIN AVE. HEADWALL 2,662.00 
12.7. TA -  TRUST & AGENCY  5,971.48 

Total Vouchers Payable $409,076.05 
Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the Vouchers Payable, Trustee Bryde, 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

13. Other Business 
13.1. Mayor Schoenig allows Jose Maza, a Village resident, to request that the Board give him consideration to 

relieve him of charges from a leaking water pipe on his property. Clerk Chiudina explains the situation that 
occurred and Mr. Maza explained his point of view as well. The Board discusses the charges to be put on his 
account. The Board decides that Mr. Maza will pay for the water lost over 3 of the 5 days, which was about 10,000 
gallons per day, which is $140 a day and there will be no shut off/turn on payment. 

13.2. Deputy Mayor Piccini asks about the parking permit refund. Clerk Chiudina explains the parker’s situation 
and reiterates that the parking rules and regulations signed by all parkers states that no refund will be given after 
the start of the quarter. The Board decided that no refund will be given and will continue to allow parkers to not 
pay for their spots for the new quarter.  Parkers will not lose their spots if they do not pay by the start of the 
quarter.  Parking permit payment will be prorated depending on when the parker returns and needs the spot back.  

13.3. Deputy Mayor Deputy Piccini would like clarification where in the code does it state that the property 
owner is responsible for the maintenance of the water line.  Counsel Molé refers to the Village code, 257 34  and 
finds that the maintenance of the water line is the property owner’s responsibility. 

13.4. Trustee Bryde mentions the 150th anniversary for Fireman’s parade is canceled which is too bad but had to 
happen due to the pandemic.  Putnam County Joint Veteran’s Council will have a convoy on Memorial Day since 
they will not have a ceremony and are going through every Town and Village throughout the County.  Mayor 
Schoenig states they will be going through the Village around 3:00 pm. Chief Del Gardo will meet them at the 
Village line and guide them through the Village. Trustee Bryde also thanked Dominic Consentino for hanging up the 
flower baskets in the Village. Mayor Schoenig said the flags will go up Friday, May 22, 2020.  Trustee Bryde asks 
about the Village Matters website and comments it is looking good.   Trustee Bryde asks about Earth Day and John 



Lord states there was a good turnout and there is a link on the Town of Southeast’s website to show appreciation 
for the people who helped out on Earth Day.  

13.5. Trustee Boissonnault is waiting to see what other municipalities are doing with their parks. The bathrooms 
will stay locked, and it’s possible the parks may not open this year.  Mayor Schoenig said he got a request from 
Father Gill of St. Lawrence O’Toole, and they would like to do a Mass at the park when it opens up.  The Mayor said 
he didn’t think it would be an issue and will reach out to Father Gill, let him know the Board doesn’t see any 
problems but the bathrooms will not be in service. 

13.6. Trustee Gaspar mentioned there is a property maintenance issue with the Garden Street School and the 
code enforcer will have to send a notice to the new owners regarding the over grown lawn. 

14. New Business 
14.1. Trustee Bryde attended a Zoom meeting regarding a Community that Cares.  One of the topics was warning 

signs for substance abuse during this crisis related to school closures and children watching the academics in their 
behavior, attitudes and appearance.  Another thing that came up was on May 9, 2020, Saturday Night Live had a 
skit that featured children drinking alcohol with the repeated words “Let Kids Drink” which was in satire and 
created a huge controversy and was very foolish.  Trustee Bryde also mentioned she went back to work at Kohl’s in 
Ridgefield, CT. and was impressed by the training for the employees with this pandemic.   

14.2. Mayor Schoenig mentioned the food drive on Saturday, 5/23/20, which was a big success.  We were able to 
fill up 25 boxes of food and a lot of people participated.   It was a long day but we had great volunteers.  Trustee 
Bryde came to help out.  Trustee Bryde said it was an organized system and everyone helped.  Mayor Schoenig said 
that taxes are coming up soon, and if the Board wishes to extend any days without penalties, we need to get 
permission from New York State.  Deputy Mayor Piccini said normally we put a penalty on them at the end of June 
and Clerk Chiudina said by July 2 there is a 5% penalty.  Mayor Schoenig said we can put this on the next agenda.  
Mayor Schoenig said he received a request from the United Methodist Church.  Their Pastor of seven years is 
leaving and they would like the Board to do a Proclamation.  The Mayor explained that it is difficult to have the 
whole Board sign but they can figure it out.  The Board agrees that this sounds nice, and can get the signatures for 
the Proclamation.  Mayor Schoenig comments that Clerk Chiudina has been doing an outstanding job.  She has 
been thrown into the fire and has been handling everything that is being thrown at her.  The Board agrees and 
cannot believe what she has been thrown into but is handling every obstacle that is being brought her way.  Clerk 
Chiudina is doing a great job and is going above and beyond. 

15. Public Comment 
16. Executive Session 
17. Mayor Schoenig makes a motion to adjourn the meeting, Trustee Bryde 2nd, all in favor 5 to 0. 



 



 

 
 











 


